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For the WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW BUILDINGSAT 
SOMERSET-HOUSE. 


fEmbellifhed with an elegant Perspective ViEw, from an Original Drawing 
r of P. Sanppyy Eiq.} ' 


HE front towards the Strand is compofed of a ruftic bafement, fupporting a Corinthian 
order of columns, crowned in the center with an Attic, and at the extremities with a 
baluffrade. F : 

The bafement confifts of nine large arches: three in the middle open, forming the principal 
eh rance, and three at each end, filled with windows of the Duric order, adorned with pilatters, 
en:ablatures, and pediments ; oh the key-ftones of the nine arches are carved in alto relievo, 
ani in a very mafterly manner, pine heads, reprefenting Ocean, and the eight great rivers of 
Enziand, viz. Thames, Severn, ‘Humber, Merfey, Tyne, Medway, Dee, and Tweed, with 
pro: er,emblems to denote their different peculiarities. : 3 

‘Lhe order comprehends two floors ; a principal and a Mezzanine 5 the windows of the latter 
being only furrounded with architraves; but thofe of the principal floor have before them a 
ba uftrade, and are adorned with Ionic pilafters, entablatares, and pediments; the three central 
on-s having large tablets, covering the architrave and frize, on which are reprefented medal. 
lio 1s of his Majefty, the Queen, and the Prince of Walés, fupported by lions, and re{pectively 
ado: ned with garlands of laurel, myrtle, and oak. 

The Attic is divided into three {pacea, feparated by coloffal figures placed on the columns 
which fupport it, the central fpace being left bare, probably for an infcriptions Thefe figures 
resrefent four venerable men in {enatorial robes, bearing on their heads the Cap of Liberty, 
ani holding in their hands Emblems of Power, and of Strength, derived from Unanimity ; 
Maintained by Juftice, Prudence, Moderation, and Valour, 

The Aitic terminates with a group cenfifting of the armsof the Britith Empire, fupported on 
one fide by the Genius of England ; on the other by Fame, founding her trumpet. 

This whole compofition is tar from being confiderable, being little more than 130 feet in ex- 
tent 5 and all the Artift could do in fo fmall a compafs; all he feems to have-attempted, was 
to produce an objet that fhould indicate fomething more confiderable ; and to excite the f{pece 
tator’s curiofity to a nearer examination, of which it made a part; his ftyle, in confequence, 
is bold, fimple,-andjregular; an attempt to unite the chaftity and order of the Venetian ma- 
fters, with the majeRic grat the Roman. The parts are few, large, and diftin& ; the 
tranfitions fudden, and firom ed.; no breaks in the general courfe of the plan, and little 

ation, whence the whole ftruCture has, we think, acquired 
an zir of confequence, to which its dimenfions do not entitle it. 

The great proportions are fuch as have been obferved by Palladio at the Thieni, the Porti, 
and oilers of bis works; and the detail, both as to form, difp:fition, ahd meafure, chiefly 
coliected from him, from Vignola, from Raphael de Urbino, from Baldeffar Peruzzi, and 
from the Antique, newemodelled, and adapted to the general bent of the defign. 

The front of this building towards the principal court is confiderably wider than that of the | 
Strand, being near 200 feet in extent, and fo compofed of corps de logis, with two projecting 
wings: the ityle of decoration is however nearly the fame ; the principe! variation confitting in 
the doors, windows, of fmatler patts, which are of other forms, and different dimenfions, 
The ftatues of the Attic reprefent the four parts of the globe; America armed, breathing de- 
fiance ; the reft, loaded with tributary fruits and treafures—the finifhing, like that of the Strand 
front, is compofed of the Britifh arms on a cartel furrounded with fea-weeds, fupported by 
Tritoas armed with tridents, and nolding nets filled with fifh, and other marine produdtions. 

Though much of this great work has already been done in different parts, yet it is fo dif- 
perfed, and fo little, compared with the whole, that no precife idea can be formed of the Artift’s 
intention, From the extent and fingularity of the fituation, much may be expected; the gene- 
ral difpofition will afford ample exercife for the imagination: apd here, we prefume, he means 
to exert his inventive fzeulties, as it is remarkable, that in the detail he has hitherto intro- 
duced no novelty, noconceit of any fort, but clothed his ideas in the fimple, unafteéted drefs 


of his great originals, which, as tome will have it, is the genuine and only admiffible language 
of the art. 





o*« If the Gentleman who fubjcribes himfelf A Confiant Reader qwill apply ts 
Mr. Boots, Bookfeller, in Norwich, be will there meet with the’ Pamphiet en 


quired for, which the Publifbers have with difficulty 
him rs 

+++ The very great overflory of Temporary Matter bas obliged us, notavithftand 
ing we have given an Additional falf-Sheet, to poflpone many valuable Articles, @ 
well as the Acknowledgment of many Favours receivedy to our next Number. 
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